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Name of the Walk – The Four Waterfalls Walk 
 
 

  
  

 

Approximate Distance 10km / 6.3 miles Submitted by Rich & Dave 

Approximate Time  4½-5 hours Date 23/01/23 

Outline Level (Beginner, 
Moderate, Challenging) 

Moderate Best part! Walking under Sgwd 
yr Eira 

 

Start 
Location 

Cwm Porth Car Park CF44 9JF 
 

Finish 
Location 

This was a circular route back to 
the starting location.  

 
 

 Brief Overview of the walk: 
A walk that takes in four different watefalls in ‘waterfall country’. Sgwd Clun-
Gwyn, Sgwd Lsaf Clun-Gwyn, Sgwd y Pannwr and Sgwd yr Eira 
 

Route Description: 
 
This walk took in all four of the waterfalls, when you arrive at the car park there are a range of 
different options. From the car park a range of routes are well labelled, including with the 
number of steps down to some of the falls, and information on how challenging the walk is. 
https://www.breconbeacons.org/things-to-do/attractions/natural/visiting-waterfall-
country/walking-trails 
 
Parking at Cwm Porth Car Park CF44 9JF is £5 for the day. 
The car park has a shop, toilets and a coffee cart (on occasion). 
 
From the car park – follow the path past the shop on your right. Cross the road and follow the 
path ahead. It is clearly labelled ‘to the waterfalls’. 
The main path is easy to follow and fairly flat. However, the linking trails that provide access to 
the waterfalls are steep, muddy and often slippery, especially in winter months – we visited with 
snow on the ground! 

1. Sgwd Clun-Gwyn 

The first waterfall you will see is Sgwd Clun-Gwyn, which roughly translates to fall of the white 
meadow. This is the easiest waterfall to view on the walk as there is only a short side track of 
80m required to reach the viewing point. At 9m high, Sqwd Clun-Gwyn is the smallest of the 
waterfalls on the walk. 

2. Sgwd y Pannwr 

The next linking trail is the longest of the side trails. A long gradual descent down to the river-
side brings you to Sgwd y Pannwr, which roughly translates to fall of the fuller or fall of the 
woollen 
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woollen washer. The viewpoint allows you look alongside the waterfall but to see it from the 
front a little scrambling off the main track is required. 

3. Sgwd Isaf Clun-Gwyn 

After viewing Sgwd y Pannwr be sure to continue along the linking trail as it follows the river 
upstream. Continuing upstream along a muddy path brings you to the third waterfall Sgwd Isaf 
Clun-Gwyn, which roughly translates to lower fall of the white meadow. This waterfall is in fact 
split into two distinct tiers. From the lower tier you can see three separate cascades. 

4. Sgwd yr Eira Sgwd yr Eira roughly translates to the falls of snow. There are 170 steps that 
take you down the steep hillside to the Afon Heptse. And what awaits this final effort is the 
most fun part of the four falls walk. That is, the ability to walk behind the waterfall and amaze 
at the thunderous blanket of water as it pours overhead.At Sgwd yr Eira the river Heptse 
cascades over a hard band of sandstone, providing those brave enough a relatively safe, 
though rather wet, passage behind the waterfall. After enjoying the power of nature at Sgwd 
yr Eira, retrace steps back up to the main trail 

Now there are two options. Simply retrace your steps along the main trail back to your 
respective car park or upon reaching the main trail turn right, then left to loop back around 
through the forest to the start of the trail. 
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